


The Clean Water Partnersõ Infrastructure Program

Physical Infrastructure Office

N.C. Rural Economic Development Center

Raleigh, N.C.

January 2008



CLEAN WATER PARTNERSõ INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM

Å Funded through a $100 million appropriation to 
the Rural Center

Å For the purpose of making grants to low -to-
moderate income communities in rural counties, 
in need of critical repairs, upgrades, or 
installation of water and/or sewer infrastructure, 
or for planning activities related to water and 
sewer infrastructure construction and repair

Å Two types of grants: Planning Grants and 
Supplemental Grants



PLANNING GRANTS

Å $2.0 million allocated for Planning Grants

Å $40,000 maximum award

Å Eligible applicants are economically distressed, rural 
counties  (Tier one or two) or communities (150% of 
state poverty rate; job loss of >5 percent of total jobs in 
area), or Councils of Government or Regional Planning 
Commissions



PLANNING GRANTS

Other Eligibility Requirements:

Å Must have closed out all grants awarded prior to 
December 31, 2004, funded through the Clean Water 
Bond Program, or the Appropriations Program

Å Have a governing or management official attend a 
òHow to Applyó class

Å Have a documented, critical, water and/or sewer need 
that impacts human health or the environment



PLANNING GRANTS

MATCHING FUNDS:  Dollar -for -dollar match, unless one 
of three criteria are met:

Å Applicant is an economically distressed county, or 
located in an economically distressed county (Tier 
one)

Å Applicantõs poverty rate is at least 150% of the state 
rate, based on the 2000 census

Å If the applicant is not a county, applicantõs ability-
to-pay ranking is less than 50% of the ability -to-pay 
of the county in which it is located



PLANNING GRANTS

Å Match will be determined on a case -by-case basis, 
according to relative financial need

Å Minimum match is 25% of the Rural Center 
grant; the maximum is 50% of the Rural 
Center grant



PLANNING GRANTS

TYPES OF PROJECTS:

Å Preliminary engineering reports
Å Environmental assessments
Å Capital improvements plans
Å Comprehensive land -use plans that provide for 

water quality protection
Å Grant application development
Å Water/sewer rate studies
Å Multi -jurisdictional training sessions for local 

leaders on capital improvements plans, financing, 
or management

Etc., etc.!!!



SUPPLEMENTAL AND PLANNING GRANTS

MATCHING FUNDS SOURCES:

Å Local funds

Å Other grants

Å Other loans  

Å In -kind services not considered eligible as matching 
funds



SUPPLEMENTAL GRANTS

Å $96.0 million allocated for Supplemental Grants; of the 
$96.0 million, $10.0 million allocated for Crisis Needs

Å $500,000 maximum award, unless the applicant meets 
certain criteria

Å Eligible applicants are units of local government in 
rural counties

Å Must have closed out all grants awarded prior to 
December 31, 2004, funded through the Clean Water 
Bond Program, or the Appropriations Program



SUPPLEMENTAL GRANTS

Other Eligibility Requirements:

Å Have a governing or management official attend a 
òHow to Applyó class

Å Have a documented, critical, water and/or sewer need 
that impacts human health or the environment

Å Must adopt a resolution to set the household user fee 
for water and sewer service at the high -unit threshold 
cost of 1.5% of the median household income, for a 
monthly use of 5000 gallons



SUPPLEMENTAL GRANTS

Other Eligibility Requirements:

Å Submission of a òNotice of Intent to Applyó form

Å Short summary of the revenues, revenue sources, 
and a project description, with a check -off on the 
status of the related environmental assessment 
information

Å Form must be submitted in order to apply



SUPPLEMENTAL GRANTS

MAXIMUM GRANT AWARD:  The maximum grant 
award shall be $500,000, unless the applicant meets one 
of the following criteria:

Å Applicant is an economically distressed 
county or in an economically distressed 
county (Tier one)

Å Applicantõs poverty rate is 150% of the state 
poverty rate, according to the 2000 census 

Å If applicant is not a county, applicantõs 
ability -to-pay is less than 50% of the ability 
to pay of the county in which it is located




